CANADA, AN AMERICAN COUNTRY    273

1947, when the two nations published a joint declara-
tion which defined the nature and extent of the means
that they would take to extend to the post-war period
the co-operation of the years from 1941 to 1945 be-
tween the armed forces of the two countries, notably
in such matters as uniformity of types of weapons and
methods of training, the free exchange of military,
naval and air facilities, the administration of the
Alaska Highway, and the prosecution of scientific ex-
perimentation in the Canadian North, a district, from
Alaska to Labrador, now commonly called the Arctic
front.13 An Act of the federal Parliament even
authorizes American troops stationed on Canadian
territory to set up their own courts-martial and Cana-
dian troops in the United States have an identical
privilege.16 Not much more is needed, it would appear,
to cause Russia to accuse Canada of war mongering
and of surrendering its territory and its army to the
United States with a view to aggression against Russia.
Russia might even see in the agreement, "a poisoned

13 In April 1949, after an exchange of notes and talks between
Washington and Ottawa, a joint industrial mobilization committee
was established by Canada and the United States.

16 A gigantic problem, long discussed, will undoubtedly, if ever
executed, contribute to even closer co-operation between the
United States and Canada: the St. Lawrence Seaway project. This
project, whose estimated cost is in the neighbourhood of $4.00,000,-
OOO would permit ships of great tonnage to navigate freely from
Duluth3 at the head of the Great Lakes, to Montreal. The joint
system of national defence would immediately be strengthened
and the development of electrical power would be enormously
increased. An agreement on the project, however, does not exist
even in principle. For a great many Canadians, the development
of the St. Lawrence Waterway would only accentuate the economic
dependence of their country; for as many Americans it would work
to the detriment of the harbours of New York and Portland.